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Introduction

This booklet’s purpose is to show through
the powerful Word of God that Jesus is the I
AM and the mighty Restorer. God keeps His
promises. His passions center around man-
kind, Jesus, and His Word. My goal is for the
readers to learn what [ have learned.

I was nearly thirty-two when God saved
me. Soon after, my wife and I purchased our
first Bibles at the Bible bookstore in Ray-
town, Missouri. I begin reading at Genesis 1:1
with the words “In the beginning God . . .”
and I continued reading until I reached these
words: “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with you all. Amen” (Revelation 22:21). For
the next five years, the Bible was my only
reading material outside of assigned reading
for school. I typically started at the beginning
with Genesis 1:1, and ended with the last
verse of Revelation.

I learned that the great 1 AM authored
the Bible, which makes the Bible a living,
exciting, and thrilling love letter to all man-
kind from our God and Saviour, Jesus Christ,
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the great I AM. By the end of the five years, |
had developed a deep love for God, His
Word, and His church. Today, my prayer is
for constant and continuous growth, as well
as a deeper love relationship with God. I urge
you to read the Bible. It is a love letter to each
of you, saint and sinner alike.

“For by him [Jesus] were all things cre-
ated, that are in heaven, and that are in earth,
visible and invisible, whether they be thrones,
or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all
things were created by him, and for him: and
he is before all things, and by him all things
consist” (Colossians 1:16, 17).

—Bill Hunt



Fill Me

“See, | have called by name Bezaleel the
son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of
Judah: And I have filled him with the spirit of
God, in wisdom, and in understanding, and in
knowledge, and in all manner of workman-
ship” (Exodus 31:2, 3). Lord, fill me with the
spirit of God in wisdom and understanding.
Fill me with the knowledge of how to turn
people from worldly standards and pleasures
toward God’s love letter, the HOLY BIBLE,
its standards, and godly pleasures. Please join
me in this prayer. Make it your heart’s cry.

“I] am understanding.”



Chosen!

“According as he hath chosen us in him
before the foundation of the world” (Eph-
esians 1:4). If you are trying to help another
person to find God’s great salvation, I suggest
saying something like this: “God chose you
before He created the earth!” Then open your
Bible, and either read the verse aloud or ask
your friend to read it. Point out the word
“chosen,” and share this example: A husband
may choose his wife, but the lady has a part,
also. She had to choose that man to be her
husband. God is the same way. He chose you,
but you must also choose Him. It takes both.
God will give Himself totally to you, and He
also wants a// of you, not just a part of you.
“Be filled with all the fullness of God” (Ephe-
sians 3:19).

“I am the door to salvation.”



All These Things

“But seek ye first the kingdom of God,
and his righteousness; and all these things
shall be added unto you” (Matthew 6:33).

The following is evidence of God’s
truth: “And God said to Solomon, Because
this was in thine heart, and thou hast not
asked riches, wealth, or honour, nor the life of
thine enemies, neither yet hast asked long life;
but hast asked wisdom and knowledge for
thyself, that thou mayest judge my people,
over whom I have made thee king: Wisdom
and knowledge is granted unto thee; and I will
give thee riches, and wealth, and honour, such
as none of the kings have had that have been
before thee, neither shall there any after thee
have the like” (2 Chronicles 1:11, 12).

“I am thy exceeding great reward.”



God’s Word

The clearest and most accurate under-
standing of what God has for you will come
after you fall in love with God’s Word. Oh,
the glory you will then enjoy!

When tempting Eve in the Garden of
Eden, Satan perverted God’s Word, and he
has not changed his tactics. Part of his success
comes from the many perverted translations
of the Bible he has placed in people’s hands.

The King James Version has stood the
test of time. Thousands of lives have been
radically changed by it, their hearts grieved
because of their sin against God and man.
When those wrongs were made right, their
hearts began to cry for a closer walk with
God. I urge you to fall in love with God’s
Word.

“I am the Lord, I change not.”
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Do Not Be Deceived

Matthew 24:3 records a question asked
of Jesus, “What shall be the sign of thy com-
ing, and of the END OF THE WORLD?”
Jesus answered, “Take heed that no man
deceive you.” He continued, “For many shall
come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and
shall deceive many” (vv. 4, 5).

Many people are convinced that because
they are “saved,” it is impossible for them to
be deceived. In Matthew 7:22, Jesus said,
“Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord,
have we not prophesied in thy name? and in
thy name have cast out devils? and in thy
name done many wonderful works?” Appar-
ently, many will be deceived. In verse 23,
Jesus tells them, “Depart from me.”

In its early years, the USA was a powerful
Christian nation. Today, the church is power-
less. God allows us to choose: His way (results
in a church with power) or our way (results in
a church without power, the curse of God, and
the loss of God’s leadership and protection).

“I am the truth.”
11



Peace in Times of Trouble

A January 2024 Google search reported
that 100,000 Christians are martyred every
year. The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
has given us an anchor for times like these.
Jesus said, “All power is given unto me in
heaven and in earth. . . .” “Lo, I am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen”
(Matthew 28:18, 20). Jesus also said, “Let not
your heart be troubled: ye believe in God,
believe also in me” . . . If a man love me, he
will keep my words: and my Father will love
him, and we will come unto him, and make
our abode with him.” “Peace I leave with you,
my peace | give unto you: not as the world
giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be
troubled, neither let it be afraid” (John 14:1,
23, 27). Christian, please know that Jesus is
always there with you, no matter the circum-
stances.

“I am with thee.”

12



Wanted: OQutcasts

Many times, our passions are centered
on issues rather than the passions of Christ.
Christ was passionate about the social out-
casts, people like Matthew. He was a Jew, but
collected taxes for the Roman government, so
he was despised by the Jews (Matthew 9:9). A
woman of Samaria was also an outcast. She
had had five husbands, and when she met
Jesus, she was shacking up with yet another
man. Upon meeting Christ, her life was
changed. She left her waterpot, and went
soul-winning (John 4:18-30). Another outcast
was the Gadarene found living in the tombs
and possessed by many devils. Jesus came to
the man, changed him, then sent the man to
tell others about the great things the Lord had
done for him (Mark 5:1-19).

“I am sent unto the lost sheep.”
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Worship

After creation and the fall of man, the
first thing we learn about in Genesis is the
goodness and mercy of God (4:1-16). Both
Cain and Abel were allowed to choose their
method of worship. Abel chose to worship in
a way that pleased God. Cain chose to wor-
ship in a way that pleased himself. Because of
God’s mercy, God approached Cain and gave
him another chance, but to no avail. Later,
Cain said to God, “Behold, thou hast driven
me out this day . . . and from thy face shall I
be hid” (v. 14a). God’s goodness allowed
Cain to make his choice, but God chose the
consequence: “And Cain went out from the
presence of the LORD” (v. 16a). Genesis 4:1-
16 was written for our learning (Romans
15:4). Be sure you worship “in spirit and in
truth” (John 4:23).

“I the LORD thy God am a jealous God.”
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Renewal

If you wish to live a life pleasing to God,
consider these verses. “I beseech [plead, beg]
you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of
God, that you present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is
your reasonable service. And be not con-
formed to this world: but be ye transformed
by the renewing of your mind, that ye may
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and
perfect, will of God” (Romans 12:1, 2).
Renewal of the mind comes only through
reading both the Old and New Testaments.
We tend to read only what is pleasing to us.
However, all the dos and don’ts of Scripture
are for our spiritual and physical benefit.

“] am the LORD that doth sanctify you.”
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Love Slave

“And it shall be, if he say unto thee, |
will not go away from thee; because he loveth
thee and thine house, because he is well with
thee; Then thou shalt take an aul, and thrust it
through his ear unto the door, and he shall be
thy servant for ever. And also unto thy maid-
servant thou shalt do likewise” (Deuteronomy
15:16, 17). It is a wonderful day when a per-
son becomes a love slave to Christ. His will
becomes their will, His passion their passion.
His requests and commands are viewed with
joy. I confirm what I have written. Years ago,
as God’s son, I chose to be His love slave. 1
have no regrets.

“I am the LORD, your holy one.”
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Christ’s Compassion

In Matthew 14:14-21, we read about
Christ’s compassion for the totality of man.
“Jesus went forth, and saw a great multitude,
and was moved with compassion toward
them, and he healed their sick.” Later, when
the disciples asked Jesus to send the people
away, Jesus replied, “You feed them.” The
disciples said, “We only have five loaves and
two fish.” Christ TOOK the loaves and the
fish, blessed them, broke the bread, and gave
it to the disciples. The disciples FED the mul-
titude. “And they that had eaten were about
five thousand men, beside women and chil-
dren” (v. 21). There were 12 baskets full of
leftovers! Oh, may God give us the compas-
sion of Christ!

“I am the bread of life.”
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Stewardship

Three large U.S. industries have nearly
reached the status of idolatry in light of God’s
Word and His moral law known as the Ten
Commandments: sports, pets, and tourism. If
given to the American Bible Society, the
income from those three industries would
have enabled the American Bible Society to
produce 96 billion Bibles for $10 each,
assuming my math is correct (Google search).
Many countries still need Bibles. It seems that
many people are not being good stewards of
the resources God has given us. Every Chris-
tian should strive to be a good steward of both
his money and time.

“] am the LORD that maketh all things.”
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Sabbath Rest

After Jesus’ resurrection, He nearly
always appeared to His disciples on the
Lord’s Day. “I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s
day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of
a trumpet” (Revelation 1:10). Thank You,
Lord, for the Lord’s Day or the Sabbath!
Thank You, also, for Your wisdom in includ-
ing the Sabbath law in the Ten Command-
ments, which will stand as long as Your Word
stands. Thank You, Lord, for sitting down at
the right hand of God the Father (Hebrews
1:3), a place of honor and rest. All things
were created by Jesus (Colossians 1:16), and
He rested both after the creation, and after He
ascended to heaven. Jesus is the Door for all
mankind to come to God the Father (John
14:6).

“I am he that liveth.”
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Don’t Dismiss This

Most people like verse 17 of Matthew 5,
but disregard verses 18 and 19. “Think not
that I am come to destroy the law, or the
prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to ful-
fil. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and
earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no
wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.
Whosoever therefore shall break one of these
least commandments, and shall teach men so,
he shall be called the least in the kingdom of
heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach
them, the same shall be called great in the
kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:17-19).
These verses focus our attention on our great
responsibility to obey God’s commandments.

“I] am the LORD your God.”
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The Hidden Revealed

Genesis 1:1-3 is an excellent key to
understanding God and His ways, wisdom,
plans, and power. “In the beginning God cre-
ated the heaven and the earth” (Genesis 1:1),
but due to darkness, His work was hidden.
What was hidden was revealed by the power
of His Word, “Let there be light, and there
was light” (v. 3). Much of God’s work and
plans are still hidden until He chooses to
reveal them. 1 Peter 1:10 records how the
prophets searched diligently concerning
Christ’s suffering and the glory that would
follow. Today, when a person surrenders his
will, ambitions, pleasures, goals, and all his
selfishness to God’s will and goals, God will
turn on the lights and reveal the abundant,
hidden treasures He holds in store for him.

“] am the almighty God.”
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Christ’s Passions

“For the Son of man is come to seek and
to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10). If
a church keeps the passions of Christ a central
focus of their ministry, they will be effective
in building Christ’s church. When they lose
sight of Christ’s passions, they become issue-
centered. Soon, every member will have his
pet doctrine. The following are passions of
Christ: God’s house, prayer, God’s truth,
God’s will, all people, God’s righteousness,
and our judgment. I urge you to seek the
depth of the passions of Christ, and imprint
them on your heart. In eternity, you will be
glad you did.

“I will give them an heart to know me,
that I am the LORD.”
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He Chose You

“He hath chosen us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be
holy and without blame before him in love”
(Ephesians 1:4). May I tell you who chose
you? He who chose you was the One who left
the glories of heaven to come to earth as a
man. He was despised, beaten, mocked, and
rejected. He was nailed to a cross where He
died. He was buried, but the grave could not
hold Him. He arose and ascended into heaven,
and is sitting at the right hand of God the
Father until His enemies are made His foot-
stool (Hebrews 10:12-13). And He chose you.
Have you made Him your Lord and King?

“I am the LORD your God.”
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God Knew

God was not disturbed or taken by sur-
prise when Satan, Adam, and Eve had their
powwow. Their choices resulted in every per-
son being born with a sinful nature. What was
hidden was God’s wisdom. Before God cre-
ated anything, He designed every person to be
holy and without blame before Him (Ephe-
sians 1:4). God also planned to give everyone
a free will. Because of this free will, God
knew some would choose to walk with Him
like Noah did (Genesis 6:9). “And others had
trial of cruel mockings and scourgings,
yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment”
(Hebrews 11:36). If we walk with God, or
suffer because of our choice to follow Christ
wholly, we will never regret that choice in
eternity.

“Yea, before the day was I am he.”
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Full Power

“That I may know him, and the power of
his resurrection, and the fellowship of his suf-
ferings, being made conformable unto his
death” (Philippians 3:10). I am lacking in
many things, including the full power of the
resurrection. Before the resurrection, Christ
was tempted in every way we are tempted,
but after His resurrection, the world lost its
power. Christ’s heart tugged toward being
with His Father. I have tasted a little of the
power of the resurrection. My heart is set on
doing the will of God, and giving as many
people as possible a chance to experience the
deep, settled peace of God in their hearts and
souls. I am not interested in the soap bubbles
of this world!

“I am not of this world.”
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Example of Obedience

Genesis 22 is one of the greatest chapters
on obedience, provision, and blessing. Total
obedience is worship. Genesis 22:1-3 records
Abraham’s obedience. Verse 5 shows his wor-
ship. “Abraham said unto his young men,
Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad
will go yonder and worship, and come again
to you.” Isaac said to his father, “Where is the
lamb for the burnt offering?” (v. 7). Abraham
replied, “God will provide” (v. 8). In verse 13,
God provided a lamb. In verses 16 and 17,
God told Abraham that because of his total
obedience, “I will bless thee, and in multiply-
ing I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the
heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea
shore.”

“Before Abraham was, I am.”

26



Value?

“He is despised and rejected of men; a
man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief:
and we hid as it were our faces from him; he
was despised, and we esteemed him not” (Isa-
iah 53:3). This whole chapter is speaking
about Jesus the Messiah. The words “we
esteemed him not” mean that we saw no value
in Him. This verse is relevant today, even
though God’s Word is clear that a Redeemer
for mankind would come through Eve (Gene-
sis 3:15), Abraham (Genesis 22:18), Isaac
(Genesis 26:4), Jacob (Genesis 35:11), and
King David (Psalm 89:35-37; Luke 1:32, 33).
Despite the prophecies from Genesis to Luke,
sin often prevents many from recognizing the
value in following Christ.

“I am the first, and I am the last.”
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Animal Interference

“Now the serpent was more subtil than
any beast of the field which the LORD God
had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea,
hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree
of the garden?” (Genesis 3:1). The very first
tool Satan used to separate mankind from
God and the assignment He had given them
was an animal. Satan has never stopped using
animals. God has been robbed of both time
and money by all types of pet animals. The
Lord Jesus said after His resurrection, “Here
is the job I am giving you—°‘As my Father
hath sent me, even so send [ you’” (John
20:21). 1 urge you not to be deceived by
Satan’s conniving efforts against God.

“I am he which searcheth the ... heart.”
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Wrongful Prosperity

“But Jeshurun [or Israel] waxed fat, and
kicked: thou art waxen fat, thou art grown
thick, thou art covered with fatness; then he
forsook God which made him, and lightly
esteemed the Rock of his salvation” (Deu-
teronomy 32:15). The USA is like Israel. We
have become prosperous, but instead of using
our prosperity to further Christ’s church, we
have spent our money on comfort, sports,
vacations, etc. Today, we are under the curse
of God. Read about the blessings and curses
of God in Deuteronomy 28, and study the
principles taught there. 2 Chronicles 7:14
gives us instructions for what we need to do
today.

“I am the way.”
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Saviour and King

“For by him [Christ] were all things cre-
ated, that are in heaven, and that are in earth,
visible and invisible, whether they be thrones,
or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all
things were created by him, and for him”
(Colossians 1:16). Lord, help me never to for-
get who created me, and why | was created.
Help me never to be attracted to the fads,
fashions, and soap bubbles of this world.
Lord, help me always to be a reflection of
Your glory in every aspect of life. Help me
remember that it was You who died to make
atonement for my sin against God, not a
denomination or association. My Lord and
my King, my loyalty is to You and You alone.
Thank You, Lord. You laid down Your glory
and became the seed of Abraham to give all
people an opportunity to be reconciled with
God.

“Be still, and know that I am God.”
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Glory Focus

“As many were astonied at thee; his vis-
age was so marred more than any man, and
his form more than the sons of men” (Isaiah
52:14). The following phrases from Isaiah 53
are speaking of Christ: “He is despised and
rejected of men . . . he was despised and we
esteemed [valued] him not.” I fear many
Christians see value in Christ only as a ticket
to heaven. While here on earth, I am not
focused on heaven. Instead, I am focused on
glorifying God, and finishing the work He has
given me to do. “Then said Jesus to them
again, Peace be unto you: AS MY FATHER
HATH SENT ME, EVEN SO SEND I YOU”
(John 20:21, emphasis added). Great is the
joy of living to glorify and please God!

“I am the rose of Sharon.”
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Brethren With Jesus

“Jesus saith unto her [Mary], Touch me
not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father:
but go to my BRETHREN, and say unto
them, I ascend unto my Father, and your
Father; and to my God, and your God” (John
20:17, emphasis added). This message about
brethren was foretold. “I will declare thy
name unto my brethren: in the midst of the
congregation will I praise thee” (Psalm
22:22). The Creator, the One who inhabits
eternity, the mighty God, placed high honor
on mankind after His resurrection when He
said, “Go tell my brethren.” Yet many see no
value in having the Mighty God, the Judge of
all mankind after death, as a brother.

“I am in the Father, and the Father in me.”
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The Greatest Gift

“For he shall grow up before him as a
tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground:
he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we
shall see him, there is no beauty that we
should desire him” (Isaiah 53:2). Isaiah 53 is
a word picture of God’s mighty sacrifice of
love for humanity. God’s word to humankind
is this: “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by
the mercies of God, that ye present your bod-
ies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto
God. . . . And be not conformed to this world:
but be ye transformed by the renewing of
your mind, that ye may prove what is that
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of
God” (Romans 12:1, 2). Will you fully follow
God’s instructions and give God what He asks
of you?

“I...am he that blotteth out
thy transgressions.”
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Warnings

“Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is
the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to
destruction, and many there be which go in
thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow
is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few
there be that find it” (Matthew 7:13, 14). This
warning is for us, especially today. It reminds
me of another warning Jesus gave in Matthew
25:1-12. Jesus told the parable of the ten vir-
gins. Five were wise, and five were foolish.
The foolish were not serious about preparing.
They heard these words: “Verily 1 say unto
you, I know you not” (v. 12). Remember—the
Lord Jesus spoke about a “narrow way” and
lack of “preparation.”

“For judgment I am come into this world.”
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All In

The following verse is one of many
warnings Jesus gave us about the last days.
Here, Jesus was speaking about people who
take pleasure in the things of this world only.
“And knew not until the flood came, and took
them all away; so shall also the coming of the
Son of man be” (Matthew 24:39). Those who
fully, completely, follow Jesus with all their
heart, soul, mind, strength, and body are like
Noah. Noah’s only pleasure was in God.
“Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD”
(Genesis 6:8). Also, “Noah walked with God”
(Genesis 6:9). Noah knew God’s voice, and
loved to trust and obey. Noah believed that
God knew what was best, and was still in
control.

“Be ye holy, for I am holy.”
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Supreme Love

Someone once asked Jesus, “Which is
the first commandment of all?” His answer?
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all
thy HEART, and with all thy SOUL, and with
all thy MIND, and with all thy STRENGTH:
this is the first commandment” (Mark 12:30,
emphasis added). The word “heart” is inter-
esting, conveying the ideas of feelings, will,
and intellect (Strong s Concordance, H3824).
Many times, when people say, “I love the
Lord with all my heart,” they may be unaware
that they are saying God owns their feelings,
will, and intellect. Heaven is no longer my
main goal; my primary goal is to glorify
Christ in word, thought, and deed. Oh, the joy
He brings to those who love Him supremely!

“I am the LORD which exercise
lovingkindness.”
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Job’s Choice

“And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast
thou considered my servant Job, that there is
none like him in the earth, a perfect and an
upright man, one that feareth God, and
escheweth evil?” (Job1:8). God’s commentary
on Job in that one verse is the possibility for
every man. Job chose to put God in first place
in his life, no matter the circumstances. The
question then remains: what has God written
in His books about you and me to be read on
Judgment Day? (Revelation 20:11, 12). Please
note that 2 Corinthians 5:10 also mentions a
judgment seat of Christ. Are you ready for
that day? Is God first in your life?

“I am the LORD which exercise . ..
judgment.”
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Observation and Training

“My son, give me thine heart, and let
thine eyes observe my ways” (Proverbs 23:26).
First, God asks for your heart. Second, God
says we are to “observe” His ways. After you
give God your heart, which contains your
feelings, will, and intellect, you are to observe
God’s ways. As you observe, His ways will
become your way. His ways include doing the
will of God the Father, and seeking those who
don’t know the mercy and transforming
power of God. God’s ways are always right-
eous, longsuffering, transparent, and friendly
to both His people and sinners. He “sendeth
rain on the just and on the unjust” (Matthew
5:45).

“I am the LORD which exercise. ..
righteousness.”
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First Love

America’s greatest need is for godly wis-
dom and knowledge of God. God has brought
prosperity to America. Unfortunately, many
Americans, like the church members of Eph-
esus, have left their first love (Revelation
2:4). Americans have spent a great deal of
money on pleasure, pets, and comfort. The
following is Paul’s prayer during a time when
the Ephesian church was a mighty influence
for Christ. “That the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you
the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the
knowledge of him” (Ephesians 1:17). Join me
in asking in Jesus’ name that God our Father
answers Paul’s prayer for America.

“I am from him, and he hath sent me.”
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Precious Pearl

“That which we have seen and heard
declare we unto you, that ye also may have
fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is
with the Father, and with his Son Jesus
Christ” (1 John 1:3). In essence, John said
one day, “Goodbye, old world, goodbye!” I
have found the way to the pearl of great price,
and [ am going to go to it. My fellowship with
the Father and His Son Jesus will lead me
there. Are you ready to say “Goodbye, old
world,” and join John in fellowship with the
Father and His only begotten Son, Jesus
Christ? Jesus is the only Way to the pearl of
great price (John 14:6). The account of the
pearl of great price is in Matthew 13:44-46.

“I am the Son of God.”
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Chosen To Choose

God’s army is made up of volunteers
only. God “hath chosen us in him before the
foundation of the world” (Ephesians 1:4).
“My son, give me thine heart” (Proverbs
23:26). These verses show that while God
chooses us, He lets us make the final decision
to follow Him. God also says, “l beseech
[beg] you therefore, brethren, by the mercies
of God, that ye present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is
your reasonable service” (Romans 12:1). A
living sacrifice belongs to the owner. “For ye
are bought with a price: therefore glorify God
in your body, and in your spirit, which are
God’s” (1 Corinthians 6:20). God owns my
body and my spirit. No matter how God com-
municates His will to me, I will obey.

“I am from above.”
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Prayer Power

During the early days of my Christian
life, God sent me through His school of
prayer. I learned the value of prayer within a
year or so. I grew up in a home where preach-
ers, church, and religious people were
despised. My wife and I purchased our first
Bibles when [ was around thirty-two. I began
reading at Genesis 1:1, and continued through
to the “Amen” in Revelation 22:21. For five
years, | repeated this process over and over.
Sin pulled on me at times, but I prayed,
“Lord, keep me for five minutes.” At the end
of five minutes, I thanked the Lord for keep-
ing me. Then I prayed, “Lord, keep me
another five minutes.” He did. I followed that
pattern for hours sometimes, and He always
kept me. Money cannot buy what God taught
me during that time. The God of our Lord
Jesus Christ is eager to hear prayers prayed in
Jesus’ name.

“I am the LORD their God,
and will hear them.”

42



God Speaks

“God, who at sundry times and in divers
manners spake in time past unto the fathers
by the prophets” (Hebrews 1:1). God is a
great communicator, but He also wants people
to think and search. In the Bible, God speaks
through various means, including examples,
parables, principles, associations, angels, peo-
ple, and His voice and written Word. God also
speaks by nature, heaven, animals, and arche-
ological sites, especially in the lands of the
Bible. I am sure God also speaks in other
ways. “And ye shall seek me, and find me,
when ye shall search for me with all your
heart” (Jeremiah 29:13).

“I am the bread which came down
from heaven.”
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He Loves, He Loves Not

After Christ rose from the dead, He said,
“As my Father hath sent me, even so send |
you” (John 20:21). Christ loves all people. He
demonstrated that wherever He went: to a
woman caught in adultery, to the rich and
despised Zacchaeus (Luke 19:2), and to the
rich young ruler searching for eternal life.
Jesus explained to the rich young ruler what
hindered him from obtaining eternal life.
Because of selfishness, he turned away from
Jesus (Luke 18:18). Selfish people prioritize
certain things and people. They refuse to let
God make them new creations. God can
remove selfish love, and replace it with love
for God and all people.

“] am good.”
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Trust and Obey

“It is of the LORD’s mercies that we are
not consumed, because his compassions fail
not. They are new every morning: great is thy
faithfulness” (Lamentations 3:22, 23). God’s
mercies and faithfulness are foundational to
our faith and hope. For faith to become a real-
ity for us, we must have faith in God’s words,
believing them and obeying them. Such
actions are hallmarks of Christ’s sheep (John
10:1-5). I urge you to place all your confi-
dence in Christ and God’s Word, and keep
your eyes focused on Christ, the Prince of
peace (Isaiah 9:6).

“I am the vine, ye are the branches.”
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Prayer Time

“For since the beginning of the world
men have not heard, nor perceived by the ear,
neither hath the eye seen, O God, beside thee,
what he hath prepared for him that waiteth for
him” (Isaiah 64:4). As I wait, Lord, strengthen
me “with all might, according to [Your] glori-
ous power, unto all patience and longsuffering
with joyfulness” (Colossians 1:11). Lord,
Your timing is always right. You do all things
well, and You are still in control. Oh, the
comfort that blesses our souls when we grasp
that God is still in control, and does all things
well!

“I am the root and offspring of David.”
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Wholly Following

God is still searching for people like
Abraham and Caleb. Abraham obeyed God
concerning his son Isaac (Genesis 22:16). Six
times God’s Word records that Caleb wholly
followed the Lord—Numbers 14:24; 32:12;
Joshua 14:8, 9, and 14; and Deuteronomy
1:36. Caleb’s focus was on God’s Word, pro-
tection, leadership, and promises. All this is
wrapped up in the word “wholly,” which
means “to the full or entire extent: com-
pletely.” Jesus said, “It is written, Man shall
not live by bread alone, but by every word
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God”
(Matthew 4:4). In this way, Jesus placed His
seal or stamp on God’s words in the Old
Testament.

“I am Alpha and Omega.”
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Consequences

“To whom sware he that they should not
enter into his rest, but to them that believed
not? So we see that they could not enter in
because of unbelief” (Hebrews 3:18, 19). God
created man with a free will. When Eve chose
to believe Satan rather than God, she set her-
self up for deception, and Satan was success-
ful in deceiving her. The consequences were
bad, and included the murder of one son by
his older brother. I cannot imagine the hurt
and pain Eve felt. When a person chooses not
to believe all God’s instructions, he sets him-
self up for pain, deception, darkness of heart,
a reprobate mind, and much more.

“I AM that I AM.”
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Following God

“For 1 know that my redeemer liveth,
and that he shall stand at the latter day upon
the earth: And though after my skin worms
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see
God: Whom I shall see for myself, and mine
eyes shall behold, and not another; though my
reins be consumed within me” (Job 19:25-
27). Job’s faith in God was great. Hebrews
13:8 says that Jesus is “the same yesterday,
and to day, and for ever.” From Genesis 3 to
today, Satan has endeavored to pervert God’s
Word, and many have chosen to believe Satan
rather than God. Jesus Christ warned us about
deception in the last days when He said,
“Take heed that no man deceive you” (Mat-
thew 24:4). In Numbers 14, the majority ruled
only to experience devastating consequences.

“I am ... the creator of Israel, your King.”
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The Eye Gate

“David saw” in 2 Samuel 11:2; “Eve
saw” in Genesis 3:6; and “Achan saw” in
Joshua 7:20. All three disregarded God’s
Word because of something they saw. Eve
was sinless. Achan was ordinary. King David
was a royal, and a man after God’s heart. This
teaches us that by appealing to the eyes, Satan
can get people of any class to ignore God’s
Word. The consequences of ignoring God’s
Word in the above situations were painful—
death for some, and disgrace to God and
themselves.

“I am the LORD, the God of all flesh.”

B
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Foundations

The New Testament is the foundation for
the Old Testament. At the beginning of the
New Testament, Jesus was baptized. Soon
after, Jesus said, “It is written, Man shall not
live by bread alone, but by every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of God” (Mat-
thew 4:4). “Whatsoever things were written
aforetime were written for our learning”
(Romans 15:4). “Now all these things hap-
pened unto them for examples: and they are
written for our admonition” (1 Corinthians
10:11). Both Jesus and Paul placed their seal
of approval on the writings of the Old Testa-
ment. Is your view the same as theirs? Do you
also value the words of the Old Testament?

“I am well pleased.”
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Faith Foundation

Faith has one foundation comprised of
two elements: belief and obedience. “And he
believed in the LORD; and he [God] counted
it to him for righteousness” (Genesis 15:6).
“And God said, Take now thy son, thine only
son Isaac, whom thou lovest . . . and offer him
there for a burnt offering” (Genesis 22:2). The
Lord said, . . . Because thou hast done this
thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine
only son: That in blessing I will bless thee,
and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as
the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which
is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall pos-
sess the gate of his enemies; And in thy seed
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed . . .”
(Genesis 22:16-18). Abraham is the father of
faith.

“I am the God of Abraham.”
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Led by the Spirit

“For as many as are led by the Spirit of
God, they are the sons of God” (Romans
8:14). This verse teaches that for Christians,
being led by the Spirit of God is not optional.
It is a prerequisite. It is essential. It is an
absolute necessity for children of God. Both
the Old and New Testaments confirm this.
Noah, Enoch, and Moses all walked with
God. “He [God] leadeth me” (Psalm 23:3).
Jesus said, “He calleth his own sheep by
name, and leadeth them out” (John 10:3). Oh,
the joy, protection, and assurance that is ours
when we submerge our will into God’s, then
go wherever the Spirit leads!

“I am the God of . .. Isaac.”
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Freedom To Choose

One of the first principles in the Bible is
that God’s giving someone a pure heart does
not guarantee him a ticket into heaven. Adam
and Eve had perfect, pure hearts, but also free
will. Adam chose to sin. “Adam was not
deceived, but the woman being deceived was
in the transgression” (1 Timothy 2:14). God’s
written Word reads, “But of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat
of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof
thou shalt surely die” (Genesis 2:17). Adam
and Eve died spiritually, and hid themselves
from God, but God sought them out. God is
still pursuing people, just as He did Adam and
Eve.

“I am the God of ... Jacob.”
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Love Slave or Legalist?

There are two groups of people in the
church that are similar, yet as different as day-
light and darkness. Love slaves are full of
gratitude to God. The concept of a love slave
is depicted in Deuteronomy 15:16, 17. Legal-
ists obey God only to earn their way into
heaven. Love slaves look at the cross, and see
the love God showed them there. From hearts
filled with gratitude and love for God, love
slaves have one goal: to obey God and, by
doing so, bring glory and honor to their Mas-
ter, the Lord Jesus Christ.

“I am come in my Father’s name.”
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His Word Is Light

God revealed much about Himself to
man in the first three chapters of Genesis. He
showed His extremely wise and creative power
(1:1), and that darkness does not hinder the
Spirit of God (1:2). God’s Word is powerful:
“And God said, Let there be light: and there
was light” (1:3, emphasis added). God didn’t
create the sun, moon, and stars until the
fourth day. The New Testament helps us
understand God’s light before the sun existed:
Jesus was the “true Light, which lighteth
every man that cometh into the world” (John
1:9). No matter how dark a soul may be, that
darkness cannot stop God’s light from enter-
ing to reveal Himself.

“I] am the light of the world.”
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Sin Entered

“The earth is the LORD’s, and the ful-
ness thereof; the world, and they that dwell
therein” (Psalm 24:1). It is also written that
every person was chosen “in him [Christ]
before the foundation of the world, that we
should be holy and without blame before him
in love” (Ephesians 1:4). Satan won the first
battle when he deceived Eve in the Garden of
Eden. She disobeyed God by eating what God
had told Adam and Eve not to eat (Genesis
3:1-6). This disobedience changed their
nature, and they hid from God. Their disobe-
dience resulted in all mankind inheriting a
sinful nature (Genesis 5:3). Maybe Satan won
the first battle, but Revelation 20:7-10 reminds
us that God wins the war!

“I am come to send fire on the earth.”
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More “I Am Statements of Jesus”

“I am merciful.”

“I am married unto you.”

“I am the lily of the valley.”

“I am the bright and morning star.”

“I] am meek and lowly in heart.”

“I am with you always.”

“And Jesus said, I am.”

“I am not alone.”

“I am the door of the sheep.”

“I am the good shepherd.”

“I am the resurrection.”

“Where I am, there ye may be also.”

“Iam ... the life.”

“] am glorified in my people.”

“I am the beginning.”

“Iam... the end.”

“] am the one that bears witness of
myself.”

“lI am against thee, O thou most
proud.”

“For I am with thee, saith the Lord, to
save thee.”
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Help for Seekers of Salvation

Question: What does Jesus offer to ALL
people?
Answer: Forgiveness from sins

To be saved, you must acknowledge that
you are a sinner. You must believe you are
created by God and have enough faith to
believe God’s Word. Forgiveness is for “who-
soever” shall confess with his mouth the Lord
Jesus, and believe in his heart that God has
raised Jesus from the dead. The Bible says
that person “shall be saved” (Romans 10:9).
St. John confirmed this when he said, “If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to for-
give us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). “Whosoever
believeth in him [Jesus] should not perish, but
have eternal life” (John 3:15). The gospel of
Jesus Christ is for you!
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Question: What does Jesus have to offer
to the world?
Answer.: Removal of sin

If a person travels straight north until he
reaches the North Pole and then he keeps
moving, he will begin going south. If a person
travels straight east, though, he can continue
indefinitely, never meeting the west. “As far
as the east is from the west, so far hath he
removed our transgressions from us” (Psalm
103:12). God will “subdue our iniquities” and
cast all our sins “into the depths of the sea”
(Micah 7:19b). God said, “I will forgive their
iniquity, and I will remember their sin no
more” (Jeremiah 31:34). Not only does God
remove sin and remember it no more, but God
also said, “Come now, and let us reason
together, saith the LORD: though your sins be
as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;
though they be red like crimson, they shall be
as wool” (Isaiah 1:18).
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Question: What must I do to receive
God s salvation?

Answer: Believe that God will forgive
you of your sins when you ask Him.

Reader, you, too, can be saved and have
a personal relationship with Christ. Here is a
suggested prayer. “Lord, [ know I am a sinner
and need to be saved. Lord, I know Jesus
arose from the dead and that His blood was
shed for my sins. Lord, I’m asking You to for-
give me of my sins and cleanse me. Lord,
help me grow in Jesus and develop a love for
Your Word. Lord, above everything, help me
to keep my eyes focused on You and not on
people. Lord, Your Word has confirmed that
You would save me; I believe You have saved
me. Please give me a witness from Your Spirit
to my spirit that [ am Your child. By faith I
believe Your Word; still, my faith is weak.
Lord, increase my faith. Amen.”

Name and Date:
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Scriptures for Times of Doubt

“Who shall separate us from the love of
Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or perse-
cution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword?

“As it is written, For thy sake we are
killed all the day long; we are accounted as
sheep for the slaughter.

“Nay, in all these things we are more
than conquerors through him that loved us.

“For I am persuaded, that neither death,
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor
powers, nor things present, nor things to
come,

“Nor height, nor depth, nor any other
creature, shall be able to separate us from the
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord” (Romans 8:35-39).

“... Lo, I am with you alway, even unto
the end of the world. Amen” (Matthew
28:20).
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Scriptures for Times of Doubt

“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless
I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me,
and gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:20).

“According as he hath chosen us in him
before the foundation of the world, that we
should be holy and without blame before him
in love” (Ephesians 1:4).

“In whom we have redemption through
his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according
to the riches of his grace” (Ephesians 1:7).

“For by grace are ye saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God” (Ephesians 2:8).

“Behold, I stand at the door, and knock:
if any man hear my voice, and open the door,
I will come in to him, and will sup with him,
and he with me” (Revelation 3:20).
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Scriptures for Times of Doubt

“All that the Father giveth me shall come
to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no
wise cast out.

“For I came down from heaven, not to
do mine own will, but the will of him that
sent me.

“And this is the Father's will which hath
sent me, that of all which he hath given me I
should lose nothing, but should raise it up
again at the last day” (John 6:37-39).

“The LORD of hosts is with us; the God
of Jacob is our refuge. Selah” (Psalm 46:11).

“The LORD is my rock, and my fortress,
and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in
whom [ will trust; my buckler, and the horn of
my salvation, and my high tower” (Psalm
18:2).

“In my distress I called upon the LORD,
and cried unto my God: he heard my voice
out of his temple, and my cry came before
him, even into his ears” (Psalm 18:6).

“For in the time of trouble he shall hide
me in his pavilion: in the secret of his taber-
nacle shall he hide me; he shall set me up
upon a rock” (Psalm 27:5).
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