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Introduction

In this introduction, I want to show read-
ers that the Creator, the only begotten Son of
God, has an everlasting love for all mankind,
and is always with His people. In the Old Tes-
tament, He built a nation. The Creator was a
great King who cared for His people, and pro-
tected His nation. In the Old Testament, this
powerful King destroyed His enemies, yet He
also remained present with His people at all
times. His presence was symbolized by a
cloud by day, and a fire by night. Consider
these examples: “And the LOrRD went before
them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead
them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire,
to give them light; to go by day and night: He
took not away the pillar of the cloud by day,
nor the pillar of fire by night, from before the
people” (Exodus 13:21, 22). “And he said,
Nay; but as captain of the host of the LOrRD
am [ now come. And Joshua fell on his face to
the earth, and did worship, and said unto him,
What saith my Lord unto his servant?” (Joshua
5:14).



In the New Testament, the Creator was
Jesus. “For by him [Jesus] were all things cre-
ated” (Colossians 1:16). Jesus was born to be
a King. “Pilate therefore said unto him, Art
thou a king then? Jesus answered, . . . To this
end was I born, and for this cause came I into
the world” (John 18:37). King Jesus said,
“Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end
of the world. Amen” (Matthew 28:20). In the
Old Testament, the King built a nation. King
Jesus is building a church using only volun-
teers who love Him.



Prayer Power

“But we will give ourselves continually
to prayer, and to the ministry of the word”
(Acts 6:4). Prayer was the top priority for the
leaders of the early church. The early church
turned the world upside down. Unbelievers
said, “These that have turned the world upside
down are come hither also” (Acts 17:6). It
seems the church today has lost sight of the
power of prayer, which is readily available to
everyone. Instead, churches are busy with
social events, committees, programs, semi-
nars, etc. While each of these can be helpful,
they are time-consuming. [ urge each person
and church leader to make this a year of
prayer for your community and country.



Power in Purpose

“Whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of
God” (1 Corinthians 10:31). It is a wonderful
day for a person when he fully understands
what it cost God on the middle cross at Cal-
vary to enable a Christian to ignore peer pres-
sure, and conform to God’s Word in every
aspect of life. Jesus said, “It is written, Man
shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of
God” (Matthew 4:4). Paul said, “But God for-
bid that I should glory, save in the cross of
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is
crucified unto me, and I unto the world”
(Galatians 6:14). Neither Jesus nor Paul con-
formed to peer pressure.



Calm in Chaos

“Thou [God] wilt keep him in perfect
peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because
he trusteth in thee” (Isaiah 26:3). We live in a
day of chaos. A day of spiritual darkness. A
day of no stability. A day of distrust. A day
when fear comes at us from all directions.
God’s remedy for times like these is His
Word. God’s Word absolutely counteracts
anything that Satan and the world can do to
us. Consider this word from God when seek-
ing stability: “Fear thou not; for I am with
thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I
will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea,
I will uphold thee with the right hand of my
righteousness” (Isaiah 41:10). Wow!!!



God Got Them ALL

“And there was nothing lacking to them,
neither small nor great, neither sons nor
daughters, neither spoil, nor any thing that
they had taken to them: David recovered
ALL” (1 Samuel 30:19, emphasis added).
“And he [Abraham] brought back ALL the
goods, and also brought again his brother Lot,
and his goods, and the women also, and the
people” (Genesis 14:16, emphasis added).
These are reminders of God’s help, and that
makes these Scriptures very encouraging
when the enemy has captured families. Many
of us have family members whom our enemy,
Satan, has captured and carried away. God
and His whole armor are available to us as we
fight to win our loved ones to Christ (Eph-
esians 6:11-18).
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Who Gets My Time?

Moses chose not to let power, riches, or
pleasure keep him from God. He said, “Good-
bye, old world! I am ‘Choosing rather to suf-
fer affliction with the people of God, than to
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season’”
(Hebrews 11:25). Are you allowing social
media, sports, television, pets, busywork, long
social coffee breaks, or comfort to take your
time, and keep you from God? Jesus was sent
by His Father “to seek and to save that which
was lost” (Luke 19:10). After the resurrection,
Jesus said, “As my Father hath sent me, even
SO SEND I YOU” (John 20:21, emphasis
added). Do you think Moses regrets the
choice he made some 3,500 years ago?
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Beware of Fake Faith

When asked about signs of His second
coming, Jesus replied, “Watch that you are
not deceived” (See Luke 21:8). Faith that
lacks obedience to God’s Word is deceiving
faith. Obedience to God is a fruit of salvation.
James wrote about deceiving faith in 2:17, 18:
“Even so faith, if it hath not works is dead,
being alone. Yea, a man may say, Thou hast
faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith
without thy works, and I will shew thee my
faith by my works.” Abraham was always
quick to obey God. When God told him to
leave his country, he did. Not knowing where
he was going, “Abram departed as the LORD
had spoken unto him” (Genesis 12:4). Abra-
ham is known as the Father of Faith.
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Abundant Grace

“For the law was given by Moses, but
grace and truth came by Jesus Christ” (John
1:17). “We have access by faith into this
[God’s] grace” (Romans 5:2). God’s grace
abounds in sufficiency—there is enough for
every situation in life. God’s grace also
abounds in revelation—it reveals to us the
knowledge of the God of glory. This knowl-
edge of the God of glory is an absolute truth
that never changes. Absolute truth always
brings freedom, peace, tranquility, and stabil-
ity to those who receive the grace that came
by Jesus Christ. Praise and glory to God!
Where sin abounded, grace abounded more!
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Inhabiting the Vine

“Because thou hast made the LORD,
which is my refuge, even the most High, thy
habitation . . .” (Psalm 91:9). Psalm 91 prom-
ises blessings for those who make God their
dwelling: 1. Protection from evil (v. 10),
2. Protection from plagues (v. 10), 3. Angels
as guardians in dangerous times (v. 11), and
4. Power over enemies (v. 13). Because of the
cross, this is a reality today (John 15:1-5).
Jesus describes Himself as the Vine, and
believers as His branches. The branches
inhabit the Vine. All who meet the conditions
of John 15 are His branches. I encourage you
to trust in God’s Word. It’s true! Archaeology
has verified its truth many times.
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God’s Plans Are Good

As 1 took my shower one morning in
February of 2025, God began to speak to me.
God’s Spirit said to my spirit, “Whatever |
want for your life, you are to be satisfied
with.” That was both a huge encouragement
and a good lesson for me. The longer I walk
with God, the more I love the God of Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob. Later in Jacob’s life,
God changed Jacob’s name to Israel. God
said, “Thy name shall be called no more
Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast thou
power with God and with men” (Genesis
32:28). Jacob’s name change reflected God’s
plans for him.
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Conditions—Part 1

“Because he hath set his love upon me,
therefore will I deliver him: I will set him on
high, because he hath known my name”
(Psalm 91:14). This verse is packed with
exceedingly great, mighty, and precious prom-
ises, but they are conditional. We must first
“set our love on” God. Love is voluntary, an
act of the will. A lawyer once asked Jesus
how to inherit eternal life. Jesus replied,
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with ALL
thy heart, and with ALL thy soul, and with
ALL thy strength, and with ALL thy mind”
(Luke 10:27, emphasis added). I urge you to
hunger and thirst after God continually so that
you may meet this first condition mentioned
in Psalm 91:14.
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Conditions—Part 2

“Love” is a word with layered meaning.
To love is to act with passion or intensity.
Love is always active. It is the cause of many
types of actions because he who loves is
driven by all his affection and desire toward
the object of his love, in order to possess and
enjoy it. The above helps us understand the
following: “Because he hath set his love upon
me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him
on high, because he hath known my name”
(Psalm 91:14). The first condition of this
promise is love. The second is knowing God’s
name. Because of one’s love for God, he pri-
oritizes God’s name. Therefore, God will set
him on high. Here, “on high” means he is
given protection and honor. What is your
highest priority?
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An Ongoing Mission

In the Garden of Eden, God initiated
Adam and Eve’s return to fellowship with
Him (Genesis 3:9). Christ, the only begotten
Son of God, said, “For the Son of man is
come to seek and to save that which was lost”
(Luke 19:10). Scripture ends with the Spirit
and the church seeking the lost: “And the
Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him
that heareth say, Come. And let him that is
athirst come. And whosoever will, let him
take the water of life freely” (Revelation
22:17). After His resurrection, Christ said,
“As my Father hath sent me, even so send |
you” (John 20:21). Jesus shows confidence in
those who make themselves available to seek
the lost.
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Made for God

“For whatsoever things were written
aforetime were written for our learning”
(Romans 15:4). From Exodus 1:1 to Deuter-
onomy 34:12, we read God’s instructions con-
cerning His power, provisions, wisdom,
understanding, and knowledge. This part of
Scripture teaches the value of salvation, some
rewards for obedience, and the consequences
of disobedience. Abraham’s descendants had
been under the oppression of idolatry and
heathenism for many years. God was teaching
them that they were made for God, not for the
world. God taught them that ignoring His
Word results in separation from Him.
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Words of Jesus

“And said, Verily I say unto you, Except
ye be converted, and become as little chil-
dren, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of
heaven” (Matthew 18:3). These are the words
of the Lord Jesus Christ, the King of kings
and the Lord of lords. He also said, “All
power is given unto me in heaven and in
earth. . . . Come unto me, all ye that labour
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for
I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall
find rest unto your souls” (Matthew 11:18, 28,
29). I urge you to become as a little child by
placing all your confidence in Christ.
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Why Read Scripture?

“But take diligent heed to do the com-
mandment and the law, which Moses the ser-
vant of the LORD charged you, [1.] to love the
LorD your God, and [2.] to walk in all his
ways, and [3.] to keep his commandments,
and [4.] to cleave unto him, and [5.] to serve
him with all your heart and with all your
soul” (Joshua 22:5). “Now all these things
happened unto them for examples: and they
are written for our admonition” (1 Corinthians
10:11). “All scripture is given by inspiration
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16).
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Christ Is Risen!

“He is not here, but is risen” (Luke 24:6).
Victory at last! Christ triumphed over death,
the grave, and hell. He is risen! Christ won
the war between God and Satan. “He that
committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil
sinneth from the beginning. FOR THIS PUR-
POSE, the Son of God was manifested, that
HE MIGHT DESTROY the WORKS of the
DEVIL” (1 John 3:8, emphasis added). The
cross made it possible for every person to
accept the following invitation: “And the
Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him
that heareth say, Come. And let him that is
athirst come. And whosoever will, let him
take the water of life freely” (Revelation
22:17).
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Praise the Lord!

“The voice of joy, and the voice of glad-
ness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the
voice of the bride, the voice of them that shall
say, Praise the LORD of hosts: for the LORD is
good; for his mercy endureth for ever: and of
them that shall bring the sacrifice of praise
into the house of the LorD. For I will cause to
return the captivity of the land, as at the first,
saith the LORD” (Jeremiah 33:11). Praise must
glorify God to be pleasing to Him. Remem-
ber, Satan has a counterfeit for everything,
even praise. Jesus said deception would be
prevalent in the last days (Matthew 24:4, 5).
Be sure your praise does not simply stir or
excite emotions. Be sure it glorifies God!
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Our Work Matters

“And I saw the dead, small and great,
stand before God; and the books were opened:
and another book was opened, which is the
book of life: and the dead were judged out of
those things which were written in the books,
according to their works” (Revelation 20:12).
Please notice that we are not judged by our
faith. Faith gives man access to grace, and we
are saved by grace. “For we are his workman-
ship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works,
which God hath before ordained that we
should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10).
“Whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of
God” (1 Corinthians 10:31). “Even so faith, if
it hath not works, is dead, being alone”
(James 2:17).
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A Decision of Import

“Greater love hath no man than this, that
a man lay down his life for his friends” (John
15:13). Jesus is a Friend to sinners (Luke
7:34). On the cross, Jesus took on Himself the
wrath of God for my sin, but He rose from the
grave so I could have access to God, and be
adopted into His family. It is conditioned on
my decision to follow Christ, the Son. With
God’s help, I chose to follow Christ. In a few
months, I will celebrate sixty years of daily
choosing to follow Christ. It is the best deci-
sion anyone can make, offering both present
and eternal benefits.
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Why Did He Come?

In John 20:21, we read that Jesus said,
“As my Father hath sent me, even so send |
you.” Why did the Father send Jesus? Jesus
reveals the Father to mankind—"He that hath
seen me hath seen the Father” (John 14:9). He
came to seek the lost—"“For the Son of man is
come to seek and to save that which was lost”
(Luke 19:10). Jesus came to do His Father’s
will—He said, “For I came down from
heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will
of him that sent me” (John 6:38). He came to
“destroy the works of the devil” (1 John 3:8).
And, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh
away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).
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Worship Matters

Genesis 4 describes two brothers—Cain
and Abel. They both worshiped (4:3, 4). Abel
worshiped God the way God taught his par-
ents to worship. Cain’s attitude was, “I will
worship God the way I want to worship God.”
But God was very kind and longsuffering
toward Cain. He tried to show Cain how to
worship God, but it was to no avail. Time
passed, and then God separated Cain from His
presence. Read and think about Cain’s words:
“And Cain said unto the LorD, My punish-
ment is greater than I can bear” (4:13). These
things “written aforetime were written for our
learning” (Romans 15:4).
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In Pursuit of God

“But without faith it is impossible to
please him: for he that cometh to God must
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of
them that diligently seek him” (Hebrews
11:6). 1 have made it my goal to seek after
God because, in 1978, 1 bargained with God,
and He withdrew His presence from me for
two years. In the fall of 1980, while driving
into a curve, I told God, “You may never
reveal Yourself to me again, but I will be
seeking You when I die.” For two years, |
went to the altar to pray nearly every time the
preacher preached, whether or not he gave an
altar call. I just got up and went to the altar.
On October 2, 1980, I died to my will, and
God met with me once again!
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Why Seek Christ?

Why should people choose to seek
Christ? Around 1900 B.C., God said to Abra-
ham, “In thy seed shall all the nations of the
earth be blessed” (Genesis 22:18). Around
1800 B.C., God said to Abraham’s son Isaac,
“In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth
be blessed” (Genesis 26:4). Around 1750
B.C., God said to Isaac’s son Jacob (also
known as Israel), “In thy seed shall all the
families of the earth be blessed” (Genesis
28:14). Jesus, the Progenitor of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, has blessed all mankind
with the offer of cternal life for those who
seek, wholly follow, and obey Him (John
12:26; 14:21).
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Benefits to Seeking Him

“And ye shall seek me, and find me,
when ye shall search for me with all your
heart” (Jeremiah 29:13). What a powerful
verse! I encourage you to be a seeker after
God. God has more in store for you. There is
no limit to what God can do for those who
seek Him with their whole heart. I have min-
istered to people living under bridges, law-
yers, doctors, millionaires, the extremely poor,
and middle-class individuals. I’ve worked
with at least four different Indian tribes, Span-
ish-speaking people, people from India, and
many others from different countries—all
because I’ve sought Him with my whole
heart!
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The Carnal Nature

For 7,000 years, God’s Word has with-
stood the test of time. When God created
everything, He declared, “It is good.” Human
nature longs for excellence. Man chooses to
seek it either through God’s way, or the carnal
nature’s way. When Adam sinned against
God, Satan placed the carnal nature in man’s
heart. Since then, human nature and the carnal
nature have fought for control of man’s free
will. In Romans 7:24, Paul, writing to those
familiar with the law, calls the carnal nature
the “body of death.” In Romans 6:6, he refers
to it as the “old man” or the “body of sin,”
which could be destroyed. In Romans 6:12,
Paul wrote, “Let not sin [carnal nature] there-
fore reign in your mortal body.”
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Foundation

There is One who predetermined the
boundaries of the seas; One who knows both
the place of darkness, and where light dwells;
and One who can lift His voice to the clouds
so that an abundance of waters may cover the
earth. All things that are in heaven and in
earth, visible and invisible, whether they be
thrones, dominions, principalities, or powers
—all things were created by Him, and for
Him (Colossians 1:16). His name is Jesus. He
is the foundation of the church. The church
has a mighty foundation because it is built on
Jesus Christ and His promises. “Upon this
rock I will build my church” (Matthew
16:18).
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Power for Challenges

Jesus said, “All power is given unto me
in heaven and in earth. . . . Lo, | am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen”
(Matthew 28:18, 20). Serious accidents of
various kinds leave people widowed or in
wheelchairs. They can cause excessive pain
or brain damage. My wife, Elaine, suffered
severe brain damage in an accident at age
fourteen. Over the years, Elaine’s medical
expenses exceeded $2 million. Christ’s prom-
ises, His power, and His constant presence
anchored us for around fifty-five years. Jesus’
omnipotence (all-power) and constant pres-
ence are available to all people.
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Glorify Christ!

We live in a time of spiritual darkness—
when anger, hate, revenge, lawlessness,
greed, selfishness, drunkenness, and immoral-
ity are widespread. But when you study the
Bible, especially the book of Acts, you see
that even in these times, God remains in con-
trol. He is working powerfully. I know many
people live in a state of gloom and doom. I
have resolved to be a shining light for my
generation, living a life focused on glorifying
Christ. Jesus said to God the Father, “And the
glory which thou gavest me [ have given
them” (John 17:22). What a priceless gift!
Please join me in glorifying Christ.
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He Gave His All

Paul’s prayer, “That ye might walk wor-
thy of the Lord unto all pleasing” (Colossians
1:10). This verse teaches that God desires His
people to live in a way that pleases Him. It is
a great day when someone realizes how
Christ set aside the riches of His glory with
“the Father of glory” (Ephesians 1:17) to
become bone of our bone, and flesh of our
flesh. He did this knowing He would be
rejected by men, despised by religious lead-
ers, spat on, beaten with a whip that would
tear the skin off His back, and crucified
because of the religious people. Join me in
studying the Scriptures on how to live in a
way that pleases God.
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Creator of Beauty

The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
often reveals Himself through creation. God
gave us many pictures to shape our under-
standing of Himself. “I am the rose of Sharon,
and the lily of the valleys” (Song of Solomon
2:1). Perhaps God was saying, “I create
beauty.” When someone sees the Himalayan
mountain range in India, the Alps and Jura
ranges in Switzerland, or the Rocky Moun-
tains in North America, he is reminded that
God is the Creator of beauty. Satan uses
things God created, claiming he can make
people beautiful or good-looking. In a sense,
he can, but only according to worldly stan-
dards. However, he cannot create godly beauty.
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Identity

God’s creation teaches us about unique
identities. Apple trees produce apples, and
peach trees produce peaches. Each tree has its
own unique leaf shape and color. I have a
large red oak tree in my front yard. My red
oak has never grown a Red Delicious apple or
even a Golden Delicious apple. I have never
seen white or silver poplar leaves hanging on
it. Years ago, my family owned and operated
a sawmill, and we spent a lot of time in the
woods. Every tree is distinct in its identity.
Many churches have been deceived (Matthew
24:4,5), and have lost their godly identity.
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God, the Creator of All

Creation reveals much about the God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Jesus revealed
God’s heart cry that man would share His
nature when He spoke of Himself as the Vine,
and His disciples as branches (John 15).
Again, Jesus used God’s design for creation
when He told the parable of the man who
sowed seeds. Some seeds fell by the wayside,
and birds ate them. Some seeds fell on stony
places, sprang up, but having no soil, they
dried up. Some seeds fell among thorns.
Those seeds came up, but there were too
many thorns for the seeds to grow. Some
seeds fell on good ground, grew, and were
exceedingly productive. (See Matthews 13:3-
23). Identify yourself with the God of
Creation.
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Deception—Part 1

The disciples asked Jesus to tell them
about the signs of the last days. Jesus’ first
words in response to their questions are:
“Take heed that no man deceive you” (Mat-
thew 24:4). Jesus gave many examples of
how people would be deceived. One example
is found in Matthew 13:22: “He also that
received seed among the thorns is he that
heareth the word; and the care of this world,
and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the
word, and he becometh unfruitful.” Beware of
unfruitfulness. Jesus said, “Every branch in
me that beareth not fruit he [the Father] taketh
away” (John 15:2). He then casts them into
the fire (John 15:6).
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Deception—Part 2

My goals include encouraging people to
find power in prayer, and to build confidence
in Christ so that they may live pleasing to and
for Him. The Bible teaches about danger
zones, with deception being a major one.
Jesus warned His disciples about the danger
of deception. In 2 Timothy 3:1, 4, 5, Paul
states that “in the last days perilous times
shall come,” and that men will be “lovers of
pleasures more than lovers of God; Having a
form of godliness, but denying the power
thereof.” John wrote that the church at Eph-
esus “left [their] first love” (Revelation 2:4).
Their problem? They were too busy with the
Lord’s work.
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Deception—Part 3

I often encourage people to live a godly
life. Deception is often very close to being
genuine, making it very hard to detect. In 1
Samuel 8:5, the people of Israel said, “Make
us a king to judge us like all the nations.”
God’s people chose to be like the world,
opening the door to abomination. May we
always distance ourselves from abomination.
“The woman shall not wear that which per-
taineth unto a man, neither shall a man put on
a woman’s garment: for all that do so are
abomination unto the LORD thy God” (Deuter-
onomy 22:5). God’s Word and all of creation
teach us about distinct identities. Remember:
“Whatsoever things were written aforetime
were written for our learning” (Romans 15:4).
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A Lesson From Scripture

“For the LorD had said unto Moses, Say
unto the children of Isracl, Ye are a stiff-
necked people: I will come up into the midst
of thee in a moment, and consume thee: there-
fore now put off thy ornaments [jewelry, etc.]
from thee, that I may know what to do unto
thee” (Exodus 33:5). In this passage, the Lord
was displeased or angered with the Israelite
people. He asked them to express their sorrow
physically by putting aside their fancy things.
“Whatsoever things were written aforetime
were written for our learning” (Romans 15:4).
Oh, that we would all live pleasing to the
Lord!
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Prayer Privilege

Prayer is a privilege and honor granted
to followers of Christ by the living God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. This privilege
was made possible by the cross of Christ
Jesus, who died, was buried, and rose from
the grave. He is now seated at the right hand
of God the Father as our High Priest (Colos-
sians 3:1; Hebrews 5:9, 10). It is written: “If
ye abide in me [Jesus], and my words abide in
you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be
done unto you” (John 15:7). “Let us therefore
come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in
time of need” (Hebrews 4:16).

43



The Secret Place

We live in a time of spiritual darkness—
anger, hate, revenge, laziness, greed, and
immorality are widespread. But God always
provides before the needs arise. “He that
dwelleth in the secret place of the most High
shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty”
(Psalm 91:1). The secret place is not easy to
find, but it can be found. Jesus revealed the
way: “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is
the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to
destruction, and many there be which go in
thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow
is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few
there be that find it” (Matthew 7:13, 14).
There are many benefits to finding the secret
place. Will you seek it?
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Will You Volunteer?

Jesus said, “No man taketh it [His life]
from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have
power to lay it down, and I have power to
take it again” (John 10:18). Jesus volunteered
to lay down His life to begin His church.
Jesus builds His church with volunteers only.
He does not force anyone to do anything.
God’s Word shows man what pleases Him. |
have heard people say, “I will do it if God
tells me what to do.” The Spirit of Christ will
reveal what pleases Him, but He will never
force anything. Queen Esther knew she could
be killed, yet she volunteered her life for her
people. Will you volunteer yourself—your
entire self? Jesus volunteered His body and
His life for all of us. Lord, I will follow Your
example.
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Consequences

“Love not the world, neither the things
that are in the world. If any man love the
world, the love of the Father is not in him.
For all that is in the world, the LUST of the
flesh, and the LUST of the eyes, and the
PRIDE of life, is not of the Father, but is of
the world” (1 John 2:15, 16). Eve made a
choice to follow the lust of her eyes, the lust
of her flesh, and the pride of life. Later, her
choice resulted in her oldest son murdering
the youngest. I cannot imagine the pain, agony,
and tears that flowed from her eyes because
of a bad choice. Remember, choices always
have consequences. The best choice a person
can make is to follow Jesus wholeheartedly.
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Whom Do You Love?

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy strength, and with all thy mind” (Luke
10:27). People talk about what they love.
They seek to be around what or whom they
love. They pursue fulfillment through what
they love. When the object of their love is a
person, they do everything they can to bring
that person joy. They love what the other per-
son loves, and are even willing to make sacri-
fices for him happily. A great indicator of
someone’s love for Christ is how much he
loves the people Jesus loves, compared to
how much he loves his own pleasures or
benefits.
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Promise Fulfilled

I rejoice and praise the Lord for the
promises of victory over death, hell, and the
grave that He gave to Eve, Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob. He said that Eve’s seed would tri-
umph over Satan (Genesis 3:15). He promised
Abraham that all nations would be blessed
through his seed (Genesis 22:18). He repeated
this promise to Abraham’s son Isaac (Genesis
26:4), and to Isaac’s son Jacob (Genesis
28:14). A descendant of these great men, God
also promised King David and his descen-
dants an everlasting kingdom (2 Samuel
7:16). All these promises point to Jesus
Christ, who was born of the Virgin Mary (of
David’s line). Jesus is my God, my King, my
High Priest, and my Saviour.

48



Turned Around

God saves a person through the merits of
God’s mercy, His grace, and Jesus Christ’s
atoning blood. Jesus voluntarily gave His
body and His blood for our sin. (See Eph-
esians 2:7, 8, 13.) Great is His love for us!
His Spirit spoke to my spirit when I had no
use for Him, His church, nor His people. He
changed my attitude toward Himself, and a
few months later, He saved me. I was headed
toward eternal torture. Now, I am God’s
adopted son. My heart is filled with gratitude!
When the Scriptures are not clear, I always
give God the benefit of the doubt. How much
gratitude do you have for what Christ has
done for you?
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Mighty Acts

“One generation shall praise thy works
to another, and shall declare thy mighty acts”
(Psalm 145:4). Some of God’s mighty acts
include bringing lice from dust (Exodus 8:16,
17), and making a way of escape for the chil-
dren of Israel (two to three million people
plus livestock) by dividing the Red Sea with a
strong wind. They all crossed the river on dry
land (Exodus 14:21, 22). Another of His
mighty acts was at a flooded Jordan River.
The water was out of its banks, but God made
it stop, and the children of Israel and their
livestock walked across on dry ground.
(Joshua 4:23, 24). The wisdom of this world
would say “impossible,” but they don’t know
the Creator of it all (Colossians 1:16, 17).
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The Winning Side

The “five kings of the Amorites” (Joshua
10:5) and the children of Israel were at war,
and Israel was winning. The five kings were
fleeing, and God was on Israel’s side. “And it
came to pass, as they fled from before Israel

. . the LorRD cast down great stones from
heaven upon them . . . they were more which
died with hailstones than they whom the chil-
dren of Israel slew with the sword” (Joshua
10:11). Over 400 years earlier, God told Abra-
ham, “The iniquity of the Amorites is not yet
full” (Genesis 15:16). This was another prom-
ise kept, and a remarkable act of God, dis-
playing His longsuffering.
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All In

“Trust in the LorD with all thine heart;
and lean not unto thine own understanding. In
all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall
direct thy paths” (Proverbs 3:5, 6). The words
“all thy ways” encompass a broad spectrum:
your attitudes, speech, stewardship of time
and money, your attire, worship, church atten-
dance, witnessing, friendliness, and prayer.
“Whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of
God” (1 Corinthians 10:31). Whether people
realize it or not, they need the God of Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob to direct their paths.
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Go and Tell

Jesus said to a man He just healed, “Go
home to thy friends, and tell them how great
things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath
had compassion on thee” (Mark 5:19). Ques-
tion: Are Christians friends to sinners? In the
Bible, even Jesus’ critics said Jesus was a
Friend to sinners. I can confirm that He is. He
came to me at the intersection of Belmont and
Perry Streets in Kansas City, Missouri. God’s
Spirit said to my spirit, “I am speaking to
you.” I was self-sufficient. I did not need
God. In fact, I had no use for God, the church,
or Christianity. God changed my attitude. A
few months later, He saved me and adopted
me into His family. “GO and TELL” is an
instruction for all of us.
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Fulfilled!

God told Satan (in the form of a serpent)
in the Garden of Eden, “I will put enmity
between thee and the woman, and between
thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head,
and thou shalt bruise his heel” (Genesis 3:15).
The word “head” always represents power.
(See Deuteronomy 28:13.) God told Satan
that his penalty for deceiving Eve would
come later, but would be certain. He promised
it would come through Eve’s seed. God kept
His promise. God’s prophecies are always ful-
filled exactly. God will not and cannot break
His word. Even if it takes thousands of years,
God’s prophecies will be fulfilled.
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Would You Listen?

If I were to teach and preach the follow-
ing, people would say I am radical, and trying
to scare people: “If thy hand offend thee, cut
it off: it is better for thee to enter into life
maimed, than having two hands to go into
hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched:
where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not
quenched.” Or, “If thy foot offend thee, cut it
off: it is better for thee to enter halt into life,
than having two feet to be cast into hell, into
the fire that never shall be quenched” (Mark
9:43-45). But if I were a policeman, driving
down the street with a bullhorn, saying a huge
tornado is about to strike this part of town,
people would believe me, seek safety, and be
thankful for the warning.
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Living for Jesus

The Holy Spirit’s desire is, “That ye
might walk [live] worthy of the Lord unto all
pleasing” (Colossians 1:10). That is my prayer
and desire for you as well. The following
scriptures give us instructions: “Abide in me
[Jesus], and I in you” (John 15:4); “That ye
be not slothful, but followers of them who
through faith and patience inherit the prom-
ises” (Hebrews 6:12); and “But God forbid
that I should glory, save in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is cru-
cified unto me, and I unto the world” (Gala-
tians 6:14). Set your mind on what is true,
honest, just, pure, and lovely (Philippians
4:8). May we live in a way that is all-pleasing
to the Lord.
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Do YOU Know Him?

“That thou mayest know that there is
none like unto the LorD our God” (Exodus
8:10). “That thou mayest know how that the
earth is the LOrRD’S” (Exodus 9:29). “That ye
may know how that I am the LorD” (Exodus
10:2). “That ye may know how that the LORD
doth put a difference between the Egyptians
and Israel” (Exodus 11:7). This theme runs
from Exodus to the end of the Bible, and
shows that God wants people to know that He
is the God of all the earth. He protects His
people! He delivers, redeems, and instructs;
He is always present with His own. Today,
choose to serve only the living God.
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The Great King

“He [Jesus] saith to him again the second
time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?
He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest
that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my
sheep” (John 21:16). In the Old Testament,
God is portrayed as a great King. He built a
nation to receive Christ’s birth. A King
demands complete obedience. In the New
Testament, God remains a great King, but
instead of a nation, He is building a church
with willing volunteers. New Testament obe-
dience is rooted in love and gratitude toward
God. “If you love me, keep my command-
ments” (John 14:15). Obedience born from
love, even when difficult, is pleasing to the
Lord!
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Help for Seekers of Salvation

What does Jesus offer to ALL people?
Answer. Forgiveness from sins

To be saved, you must acknowledge that
you are a sinner. You must believe you are
created by God and have enough faith to
believe God’s Word. Forgiveness is for “who-
soever” shall confess with his mouth the Lord
Jesus, and believe in his heart that God has
raised Jesus from the dead. The Bible says
that person “shall be saved” (Romans 10:9).
St. John confirmed this when he said, “If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to for-
give us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). “Whosoever
believeth in him [Jesus] should not perish, but
have eternal life” (John 3:15). The gospel of
Jesus Christ is for you!
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What does Jesus have to offer to the
world?

Answer.: Removal of sin

If a person travels straight north until he
reaches the North Pole and then he keeps
moving, he will begin going south. If a person
travels straight east, though, he can continue
indefinitely, never meeting the west. “As far
as the east is from the west, so far hath he
removed our transgressions from us” (Psalm
103:12). God will “subdue our iniquities” and
cast all our sins “into the depths of the sea”
(Micah 7:19b). God said, “I will forgive their
iniquity, and I will remember their sin no
more” (Jeremiah 31:34). Not only does God
remove sin and remember it no more, but God
also said, “Come now, and let us reason
together, saith the LORD: though your sins be
as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;
though they be red like crimson, they shall be
as wool” (Isaiah 1:18).
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What must I do to receive Gods salva-
tion?

Answer: Believe that God will forgive
you of your sins when you ask Him.

Reader, you, too, can be saved and have
a personal relationship with Christ. Here is a
suggested prayer. “Lord, [ know I am a sinner
and need to be saved. Lord, I know Jesus
arose from the dead and that His blood was
shed for my sins. Lord, I’m asking You to for-
give me of my sins and cleanse me. Lord,
help me grow in Jesus and develop a love for
Your Word. Lord, above everything, help me
to keep my eyes focused on You and not on
people. Lord, Your Word has confirmed that
You would save me; I believe You have saved
me. Please give me a witness from Your Spirit
to my spirit that [ am Your child. By faith I
believe Your Word; still, my faith is weak.
Lord, increase my faith. Amen.”

Name and Date:
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Scriptures for Times of Doubt

“Who shall separate us from the love of
Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or perse-
cution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword?

“As it is written, For thy sake we are
killed all the day long; we are accounted as
sheep for the slaughter.

“Nay, in all these things we are more
than conquerors through him that loved us.

“For I am persuaded, that neither death,
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor
powers, nor things present, nor things to
come,

“Nor height, nor depth, nor any other
creature, shall be able to separate us from the
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord” (Romans 8:35-39).

“... Lo, I am with you alway, even unto
the end of the world. Amen” (Matthew
28:20).
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Scriptures for Times of Doubt

“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless
I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me,
and gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:20).

“According as he hath chosen us in him
before the foundation of the world, that we
should be holy and without blame before him
in love” (Ephesians 1:4).

“In whom we have redemption through
his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according
to the riches of his grace” (Ephesians 1:7).

“For by grace are ye saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God” (Ephesians 2:8).

“Behold, I stand at the door, and knock:
if any man hear my voice, and open the door,
I will come in to him, and will sup with him,
and he with me” (Revelation 3:20).
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Scriptures for Times of Doubt

“All that the Father giveth me shall come
to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no
wise cast out.

“For I came down from heaven, not to
do mine own will, but the will of him that
sent me.

“And this is the Father's will which hath
sent me, that of all which he hath given me I
should lose nothing, but should raise it up
again at the last day” (John 6:37-39).

“The LORD of hosts is with us; the God
of Jacob is our refuge. Selah” (Psalm 46:11).

“The LORD is my rock, and my fortress,
and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in
whom [ will trust; my buckler, and the horn of
my salvation, and my high tower” (Psalm
18:2).

“In my distress I called upon the LORD,
and cried unto my God: he heard my voice
out of his temple, and my cry came before
him, even into his ears” (Psalm 18:6).

“For in the time of trouble he shall hide
me in his pavilion: in the secret of his taber-
nacle shall he hide me; he shall set me up
upon a rock” (Psalm 27:5).
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